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A Preliminary Study on In-Service Teachers’ Perceptions of the Significance of Learning
Educational History and Philosophy: An Examination of Its Role in Teacher Education Based
on a Questionnaire Survey
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Abstract

This paper presents a preliminary investigation into in-service teachers’ perceptions of the significance of
learning educational history and philosophy during their teacher education programs. Drawing on a questionnaire
survey, the study examined whether such learning is considered useful in their professional practice and explored
the reasons for both positive and negative evaluations. Four key findings emerged. First, while slightly more than
half of the respondents regarded the learning of educational history and philosophy as useful, a considerable
proportion did not, indicating a divided evaluation. Second, teachers who perceived it as useful highlighted its
contributions to the formation of educational beliefs, the application of historical knowledge to understand
educational change, and its relevance to classroom practice. Third, those who perceived it as not useful pointed
to a persistent gap between theory and practice and a lack of alignment with contemporary educational challenges.
Fourth, the results suggested that when connections between educational history and philosophy and future
teaching practice were explicitly addressed in courses, teachers were more likely to recognize its usefulness.
Taken together, these findings imply that making explicit links between theoretical content and practical
professional contexts is a key factor in shaping teachers’ perceptions of the value of learning educational history
and philosophy, and provide a basis for reconsidering how such learning should be positioned within teacher

education.
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