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Abstract

This study investigated the challenges in student teachers’ competencies as perceived by mentor teachers at the
end of teaching practicum. A questionnaire survey was conducted with 88 mentor teachers, and the analysis was
organized around five domains of competencies commonly required of teachers. The findings can be summarized
in five key areas. First, within fundamental qualities, a sense of mission and responsibility as a teacher remained
a considerable challenge, with additional difficulties identified in initiative, crisis management awareness, and
ethical mindset. By contrast, collaboration with colleagues was assessed as relatively less problematic. Second,
in instructional skills, persistent challenges were evident across lesson goal setting, lesson development,
questioning and explanation, use of teaching materials, and assessment of learning, underscoring the importance
of systematic preparation. Third, in student guidance, classroom management emerged as the most critical issue,
accompanied by concerns in life guidance, understanding pupils, and listening to pupils’ voices, whereas building
trust with pupils was viewed more positively. Fourth, in responding to children requiring special support, mentor
teachers noted difficulties in collaborating with in-school support systems and providing reasonable
accommodations, together with challenges in creating inclusive classrooms, attending to diverse learners, and
understanding disabilities. Fifth, in ICT and educational data use, teaching information ethics and promoting
collaborative learning were reported as problematic, while ICT use for preparation, administration, and classroom
teaching was more positively evaluated. These findings highlight significant implications for strengthening
university-based teacher education programs, particularly in cultivating professional identity, instructional

competence, classroom leadership, inclusive practices, and effective ICT utilization.
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