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An Overview and Challenges of a Kamishibai-Making Activity to Deepen Students’
Understanding of Educational Thinkers in “Introduction to Education”
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Abstract

This paper reports on a kamishibai-making activity implemented in an “Introduction to Education” course with
the aim of deepening students’ understanding of educational thinkers. In this activity, students worked in pairs,
selected one thinker, researched his or her ideas and achievements, and created a kamishibai performance targeted
at elementary school children. The students then presented their kamishibai to their peers. A post-activity
questionnaire revealed that many students considered the activity appropriate for learning about educational
thinkers. Their reasons were grouped into three categories: the distinctive advantages of kamishibai as a medium
(e.g., the use of pictures and stories that make complex ideas easier to understand), the necessity of devising
effective ways of expression and communication in order to teach others, and the promotion of active learning,
which encouraged students to go beyond passive knowledge acquisition and deepen their understanding. At the
same time, some students pointed out challenges, such as the heavy workload of preparing illustrations and scripts,
which sometimes limited the time available for studying the thinkers themselves. These findings suggest that
kamishibai-making has educational value as a method for learning about educational thought, while

improvements in workload distribution and supplementary activities are needed.
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