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Children’s Inquiry-Based Thinking and Educator Support in Drawing Activities
: Practices in a Five-Year-Old Class at a Nursery School

AR

Tomoko KOWA

Abstract

This study explores how young children engage in inquiry-based thinking through drawing
activities, and examines the role of early childhood educators in supporting such exploratory
processes. Recent educational policies in Japan emphasize the continuity between early childhood
and primary education, ultimately highlighting the importance of fostering deep, dialogic, and self-
directed learning from the preschool years. Via a case study of five-year-old children, three key
dimensions are analyzed: (1) the emergence and development of inquiry-based thinking through
drawing, (2) influence of peer and educator interactions on children’s expressive expansion, and (3)
pedagogical strategies and environmental arrangements that support these processes. The findings
suggest that drawing serves not only as a medium for visualizing children’s internal thoughts and
emotions, but also as an active and expansive practice shaped by social and environmental
interactions. Educators’ respectful, collaborative, and reflective engagement was a critical factor in
nurturing children’s inquiry and expression. While the study is based on a single preschool setting,
the educational significance of drawing as a practice that bridges early childhood and primary
education is underscored. To deepen understanding of how inquiry-based expression in early
childhood can be sustained and developed across educational transitions, future research should
expand to diverse contexts.
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