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Between Children and Picture Book
: Moments of Connection in a Five-Year-Old Class
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Abstract

This study presents a case analysis that explores the meaning and significance of shared picture
book reading experiences between young children and an educator in an early childhood setting.
Over a six-month period, the first author conducted picture book reading sessions with a class of
five-year-old children at a nursery school. During the initial sessions, it became evident that building
relationships with the children—by observing and engaging with their play in natural settings and
sharing everyday experiences—was as important as reading the books themselves. The children
later referred back to these shared moments during subsequent reading sessions, suggesting that
such experiences held enduring value for both the development of later readings and the
relationships formed through them. In one instance, the children began to physically enact scenes
from a picture book, collaboratively expressing joy as a group. Throughout the sessions, interactions
were not one-directional readings from adult to child; rather, they evolved into reciprocal exchanges
that incorporated the children’s responses and questions. These observations highlight how
children’s active interpretations and embodied participation can enrich picture book experiences,
deepening engagement and co-constructing meaning within everyday educational practice.
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