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Abstract

This study examined the reality of career education. There were five main findings. First, many elementary
schools offered “learning to deeply think about one’s career path and way of life” and “experiential activities such
as workplace tours and volunteer work.” However, topics such as “learning how to respond to legal violations or
unfair treatment after employment” and “learning about the employment and employment situations of young
people” were not widely taught. Second, many junior high schools also offered “experiential activities such as
workplace tours and volunteer work” and “learning to deeply think about one’s career path and way of life.”
Similar to elementary schools, “learning how to respond to legal violations or unfair treatment after employment”
and “learning about the employment and employment situation of young people” were not generally studied in
the junior high schools. Third, in many upper secondary schools “learning to deeply think about one’s career path
and way of life” and “lectures by teachers on career paths and occupations” were noted. Nevertheless, the topic
“learning how to respond to legal violations or unfair treatment after employment” was not widely taught. Fourth,
the reality of career education in upper secondary schools did not change significantly whether the class was
designed to prepare students for employment after graduation or not. Fifth, many students in both employment
and non-employment class, did not acquire much knowledge about responding to legal violations or unfair
treatment after employment; many did not have a clear idea of specific actions they should take if they were
mistreated or in violation of the law after finding employment. Many students could not imagine the steps to

follow when encountering these unfair or unlawful circumstances while employed.
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