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Actual Situation of Teaching “Club Activities” in Special Activities: Focusing on School Size

S
Hibiki UDA

Abstract

Based on data obtained from a survey of elementary school teachers, this study examines the actual situation
of club activity instruction from the perspective of school size. The five main findings are as follows: First, it
transpired that larger schools, compared to others, were less able to implement club activities in terms of the
characteristics of “children thinking and planning together” and “cooperating with children of different grades.”
Second, it was found that smaller schools had not introduced a system for children to propose the establishment
of new clubs or observe more specific club activities, compared to other school sizes. Third, in terms of the
implementation of club activities, it was found that the larger the school size, the less the children were able to
plan the annual activities on their own, and the less time they had to decide on the specifics of each activity on
their own. Fourth, smaller schools did not provide students with adequate opportunities to present the results of
their club activities. Fifth, in terms of the divergence of learning processes, it was found that small and large
schools have a higher degree of divergence from the learning process currently being conducted at their schools
than medium-sized schools, compared to the learning process exemplified by the Ministry of Education, Culture,

Sports, Science and Technology.
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