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Abstract

This study examined the state of instruction in club activities based on a questionnaire survey conducted with
elementary school teachers. The analysis yielded five major findings. First, club activities in elementary schools
have ideal characteristics (i.e., they are planned based on students’ affinities and interests and carried out with
students from other grades while having fun). However, there is also room for improvement regarding children’s
planning and the implementation of activities. Second, it became clear that while a relatively large number of
schools have a mechanism for children to establish new clubs, many schools do not have such a system. Third,
regarding the planning and implementation of club activities, a relatively large number of schools have an annual
activity plan formulated by the children or a time for reflection set at the end of each activity, although several
schools lack this. Fourth, many schools do not let students present the results of their club activities. Fifth,
regarding difficulties in teaching club activities, respondents reported that the number of club activities held per
year is small, the burden of preparing for club activities is heavy, and it is difficult for teachers to teach club

activities in which they lack expertise.
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