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Abstract

"Play” is an ambiguous concept. In early childhood education, play has been positioned as
promoting some form of development in children. However, this has been a socially constructed
value of play.

The aim of this study was to quantitatively analyse the descriptions of play in kindergarten
curricula, to clarify how “play” has been historically positioned in Japanese kindergarten education,
and to consider future issues for the study of “play” in early childhood education.

The results showed that the positioning of play as an activity carried out in accordance with
children's interests, and that various development and learning take place through such activities,
has been common in all periods. On the other hand, descriptions of play shifted from children's self-
enrichment to educational methods. As future issues, the need to consider clarifying the educational
evaluation of play and to become more aware of the “rhetoric” of play when talking about play in
early childhood education was considered.
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