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The State of Instruction in Club Activities in Elementary Schools

FH &' - EHK AL
Hibiki UDA  Yuki SANEMORI

Abstract

This study examined the state of instruction in club activities based on a questionnaire survey conducted with
elementary school teachers. The analysis yielded five major findings. First, club activities in elementary schools
have ideal characteristics (i.e., they are planned based on students’ affinities and interests and carried out with
students from other grades while having fun). However, there is also room for improvement regarding children’s
planning and the implementation of activities. Second, it became clear that while a relatively large number of
schools have a mechanism for children to establish new clubs, many schools do not have such a system. Third,
regarding the planning and implementation of club activities, a relatively large number of schools have an annual
activity plan formulated by the children or a time for reflection set at the end of each activity, although several
schools lack this. Fourth, many schools do not let students present the results of their club activities. Fifth,
regarding difficulties in teaching club activities, respondents reported that the number of club activities held per
year is small, the burden of preparing for club activities is heavy, and it is difficult for teachers to teach club

activities in which they lack expertise.
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Transition in the Positioning of “play” in Early Childhood Education and
Future Research Issues
—A Quantitative Analysis of Kindergarten Curricula and their Commentaries—

My EERHR

Ryotaro KONYA

Abstract

"Play” is an ambiguous concept. In early childhood education, play has been positioned as
promoting some form of development in children. However, this has been a socially constructed
value of play.

The aim of this study was to quantitatively analyse the descriptions of play in kindergarten
curricula, to clarify how “play” has been historically positioned in Japanese kindergarten education,
and to consider future issues for the study of “play” in early childhood education.

The results showed that the positioning of play as an activity carried out in accordance with
children's interests, and that various development and learning take place through such activities,
has been common in all periods. On the other hand, descriptions of play shifted from children's self-
enrichment to educational methods. As future issues, the need to consider clarifying the educational
evaluation of play and to become more aware of the “rhetoric” of play when talking about play in
early childhood education was considered.
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Knowledge levels of food allergies in the registered dietitian course at our university
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Abstract

The prevalence of food allergies in Japan has been increasing in recent years. Despite being a
serious public health issue, public awareness of the topic remains low.

In this study we conducted a survey among 235 students in our nutrition management program
on their understanding of food allergies, including but not limited to the current preventative
measures which are known to greatly reduce the risks of food allergies.

The students who gave the correct answers to the survey were mainly limited to those in their
penultimate and final year. For example, while more than 70% of fourth year students were familiar
with the method of oral immunotherapy, only a small percentage could be said of the first year
students.

From the above, it is suggested that educational programs on food allergies are not widely
available in schools and in the community as a whole and that the majority of students have
acquired knowledge on the subject through specialized courses such as nutrition management
program offered by universities. By training future registered dietitians in universities will play a
central role in improving awareness on food allergies and contribute to development of treatments

and preventative measures.
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A Case Study on Enhancing Language Expression Skills in Children with Autistic
Spectrum Disorder and Intellectual Disabilities

VNN S G S % N o A

Yu SETOYAMA - Sora KATAHIRA - Masami HASHIMOTO

Abstract

This study explores effective teaching methods for children with autistic spectrum disorder
accompanied by intellectual disabilities, focusing on improving their ability to create coherent and
understandable sentences, considering the difficulties they face in communication. In addition, we
examined methods to facilitate communication of their experiences in an easy-to-understand manner
by using the sentences they construct as guiding cues.

The targeted students sometimes exhibited signs of nervousness when required to talk in front
of others, speaking fast and lowering their voices. In addition, while they were able to engage
enthusiastically in activities aligned with their interests, they faced difficulties in engaging in
activities that didn’ t pique their interest, or they were not good at, or they did not have a clear
idea of what they were going to do. It was assumed that this was due to their lack of confidence
and experience of presenting in front of others.

It was observed that organizing their experiences with the aid of concrete objects, such as
photographs depicting their experiences, served as cues. In addition, model-based demonstrations
by the instructor proved effective in teaching them how to convey their experiences in an easy-to-
understand manner. Furthermore, role-playing and teaching through actual experiences were
approaches that the subjects found easy to understand.

In the end, the subjects’ sense of self-esteem increased, enabling them to confidently engage in
the activities.

Keywords : Intellectual Disability, Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Language Expression Skills
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A Study on the Use of Children’s Cultural Properties
in the Training of Childcare Workers and Teachers (1)
— The Role of Puppetry for Students’ Development of Expression and Collaboration —

HEF JRRT - R AT

Kodai NAKANO - Yasumasa ASANO

Abstract

This paper discusses the role of puppetry to foster expressive and cooperative skills and
examines the characteristics and educational significance of puppetry in the training of childcare
workers and teachers. Also, this study provides an overview of several puppet shows by a
children’s culture club (a student theater group) affiliated with the education-related faculty which
trains childcare workers and teachers in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions. The study was based
on three points: (1) expressions unique to puppetry, (2) the diversity of puppetry, and (3) the
comprehensiveness of puppetry. As a result, the following suggestions were obtained: the reduction
of psychological burden by expression through puppets, the broad base that can incorporate various
methods of expression, and the aspect of comprehensive art that consists of various elements and
roles, which enhance students’ creativity and expression and are a cultural asset that encourages
collaboration and cooperation. A future study is to verify its usefulness based on the university
students’ opinions and ideas working on the creation and performance of the puppet show. In

addition, further research will be conducted on children’s cultural assets except for puppetry.

Keywords: Childcare worker and teacher training, children’s cultural assets, puppetry
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Relationship between Ego-identity Status and Recognition of the Childcare Profession
among University Students in a Nursery Teacher-training Course
-A Case Study with Experience of Practicing Childcare in a Social Welfare Facility except for a Nursery School-

FRH S

Yuki FUJITA

Abstract

This study examined how the “ego-identity status” of university students in a nursery teacher-
training course was related to their understanding, aptitude for the work, hope, and interest
regarding childcare. Respondents who had experienced practicing childcare in a social welfare
facility except for a nursery school answered the questionnaire about identity and the above-
mentioned topics; the data indicated the following possibilities. First, most students were in “the
middle of identity diffusion and moratorium status” , therefore practical training experiences were
not always effective as opportunities to explore their identity. Second, students in “foreclosure
status” had the most confidence and understanding of childcare, aptitude for childcare work, hope,
and interest regarding childcare, compared to all other students. It is possible that they could have
just superficially adapted in order to reach the goal for a childcare profession. And moreover, their
practical training experience may not have led to deep reflection and may have only strengthened
their awareness of the childcare profession without deliberation. Therefore, it was suggested that it
was rather important to notice the conflicts behind their adaptation and to support them to find

their own ideas about the childcare profession.
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An attempt to create a rubric evaluation for instructional plans used in childcare practicum
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Kenshiro YAMAMOTO « Tomoko KOWA -« Kodai NAKANO

Abstract

This study aimed to develop a rubric as a tool for deeper learning by confirming the purpose and
significance of lesson plan creation with students and their instructors, visualizing the criteria of
learning, and reflecting on the consistency, objectivity, validity, and unity of the lesson plans among
students, instructors, or peers. A questionnaire survey was conducted with teachers from a childcare
training school with rich experience in childcare. Concepts were extracted from the text data
obtained, and a SCAT-based rubric was developed. The process of creating the rubric revealed that
students felt challenged and lacked specific guidance on lesson plans owing to the diversity of lesson
plan instruction. A rubric was created as a tool to facilitate lesson plan instruction among students,
teachers, and childcare practitioners in charge of practical training.
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Individual Learning Support Activities and Student Learning at “Sakuyo Platz!”

FH E- AR #7
Hibiki UDA  Suzu MAEHARA

Abstract

Sakuyo Platz! is an extracurricular activity of Kurashiki Sakuyo University’s Faculty of Childhood Education.
The university invites first- to third-grade elementary students enrolled in the after-school children’s club and
conducts individual learning support activities; for instance, “Study Time,” where students learn Japanese and
arithmetic, and “Platz Time,” where they learn about seasons and events. In July 2023, an interview survey was
conducted with nine university students. The results revealed that through “Study Time,” they acquired “the
ability to create personalized teaching materials” and “the ability to provide instructions tailored to each child.”
Additionally, through “Platz Time,” they acquired “the ability to predict children’s behavior and “the ability to
interact with children according to their developmental stage and individuality.” Therefore, individual learning

support activities help students steadily develop various skills related to learning support.
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