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A Case Study of Support for Language Use with Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the nature of support for social communication difficulties, a core
problem for children with autism spectrum disorder. Focusing on language use, the study was
conducted from the perspective of the theory of mind. The child with autism spectrum disorder who
cooperated in the study answered all theory of mind tasks correctly. Therefore, it was inferred that
she possessed skills in understanding others in everyday life situations. However, she was unable to
point out others mistakes in public or to concentrate and listen to the end of a story. In other
words, she had difficulty demonstrating appropriate behavior. Moreover, she had difficulty expressing
herself appropriately to others. The author worked to support her by clearly presenting rules of
behavior to her to encourage appropriate behavior. The background of her aggressive behavior was
related to the fact that she had many opportunities to see and hear aggressive behavior in her daily
life. Additionally, her lack of experience in conversing with others had led to her difficulty expressing
herself in her interactions with others. Therefore, to support her adaptation to social life, it was
important to provide a place where she could acquire an appropriate communication style and to
explain situations in an easily understandable manner, such as by presenting rules.
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