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An Attempt to overcome Discrimination as Reliance upon One's Own Merits
—Problems of Art. 3 of Lamenting the Deviations (Tan-nisho)—
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AKIYAMA Hiromasa

Abstract

Our conscious activity is a cognitive one that recognizes phenomena inside and outside the mind. Cognitive
activity is mostly evaluation activity. We evaluate what we recognize as good and evil, likes and dislikes, profit
and loss, etc. Art. 3 of Lamenting the Deviations (Tan-nisho) deals with good and evil and the salvation of
Amida Buddha. It contrasts a good person and a bad person and shows that a bad person is a target of salvation.
Being a bad person is the premise of salvation, and being a good person is an obstacle to salvation. It is necessary
for a good person to "be turned around" to turn into a bad person. Then, what is a bad person, and what is a good
person? What is wrong with a good person?

The conclusion is this. A good person is someone who has the consciousness to be a good person. This
consciousness is supported by "idealism," which is based on reason. Reason divides oneself and others, puts
others away (objectification), and tries to manipulate them as desired. These actions of reason are called
"discrimination". (Discrimination is synonymous with "reliance upon one's own merits" in Shinran.) Therefore, a
person who has the consciousness to be a good person is not a target of salvation because he/she discriminates. If
so, what is wrong with discrimination? How should we overcome discrimination? The purpose of this paper is to

clarify these problems.
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