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Significance of “Being the Educatee (Hi-kyouikusya-ser)” in Education
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Abstract

This article considers the necessity for teachers to be “educatees,” which does not merely mean

“learners.” It is teachers who have the awareness of the education recipients as well as that of the
learners. That is, the awareness that I, as a teacher, cannot help but receive education from students
(children). Rather than being active, the awareness of the education recipients is passive, as it is
given to the teachers when they reflect on themselves and become aware of their immaturity. The
teachers are forced to learn from their students when they become aware of their immaturity in
front of them. Hence, the teachers must become the education recipients from their students .

As a result of teachers’ becoming educatees, students can accept their guidance and support and
develop their morality, as by accepting the teachers’ guidance and support, students can feel the
moral value of the teachers and thereby develop their morality. Therefore, it is the condition for
moral education that teachers are educatees. Further, since moral education is education itself, being
a teacher as an educatee is also the condition for education in general.
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