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Merits and Demerits of Discrimination (Objectification) as

Reliance upon One’s Own Merits
—Problems of Art. 3 of Lamenting the Deviations (Tannisho) —
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Hiromasa AKIYAMA

Abstract

Our conscious activities are almost equal to evaluation activities. When we are conscious of something,
we are evaluating it at the same time. Evaluation that is conducted specifically of people is an assessment of
good or evil. It is what everyone does every day and may be trivial. However, there is a danger of hurting
people, including ourselves, when we distinguish ourselves from others through evaluation, implicitly premising
that we are good people and making others into objects. The problem is that we are assuming we can judge good
or evil accurately, without reflecting on the fact that this is impossible, as we are not infallible.

Making others into objects not only impairs integrity and solidarity with them but also makes them mere
tools or means (materialization). In addition, when we use others as tools, we materialize ourselves as well,
which may lead us to lose the connection between ourselves and others. Nevertheless, we are still called
“friends, brothers!” by so-called “great things” to unite, and there must be a way for ourselves and others to be

saved from the damage resulting from the evaluation. The purpose of this thesis is to clarify the way.

Key words : good person, evil person, reliance upon one’s own merits, discrimination (objectification)
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