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Trajectory of joint book reading frequency from early childhood to childhood and
expectations for effect of the joint book reading
—A survey for parents of children who go to elementary schools—
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Abstract

Joint book reading has drawn a lot of attention from parents, teachers, and researchers in the field of education
in recent years. However, basic data on joint book reading in Japanese families have hardly been reported. This
study provided a survey of joint book reading between parents and their children in one private and two public
elementary schools. We found that (a) most Japanese parents started joint book reading with their children when
the children were one year old, (b) they stopped the activity when the children became six years old, (c) they
expected various effects from joint book reading: emotional development, learning effects, and better
communication with their children, and (d) the frequency of joint book reading tended to be high when the
children had many books in their homes and the parents read many books themselves. The present paper

discusses the educational implications of joint book reading in Japan.
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