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Abstract

In March 2017, the country’s curriculum guideline for elementary school was revised. Under the new
education guideline, students in the fifth and sixth grade, who are currently participating in class activities using
English, will have to study the language as a regular subject, including reading and writing it, and take 70
lessons a year. Children will begin learning English from the third grade of elementary school, two years earlier
than the current starting level.

According to this reform, we have to improve curriculum to have the students learn practical teaching abilities
related to English classes in order to develop students’ ability in the universities. In the two English classes for
freshmen and junior, the contents related to not only English ability but also basic knowledge and skills
necessary for teaching English were carried out during the 15 class period from April of this year. At the last
lesson of each class, questionnaire survey was conducted.

The survey data shows an overall positive reaction to the contents, such as ‘I felt more motivated to learn
English.’, ‘I was aware of consciousness of the difficulties in teaching English in the elementary school.’, ‘The
anxiety was reduced by experiencing the presentation.” Thus it can be seen that the students preferred this kind
of English class. The measures give a good influence to the students. Especially the hands-on learning

experiences, such as the use of classroom English, various kind of activities, and group work, are very effective.
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