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Abstract

The Japanese government decided that “foreign language (mainly English)” classes would
become a mandatory for 5th and 6th graders and “foreign language activity” classes were
given to 3rd and 4th graders. Because elementary school teachers now require English
communication and teaching skills, universities with elementary school teacher training
courses or programs must change their curriculum. The purpose of this study is to develop
and tentatively plan an English curriculum for elementary school teachers at the university.
To gauge their ability to teach practical English in elementary school, 141 university
students were surveyed with questionnaires. Data was analyzed using a x-square test and
an explorative factor analysis. In the x-square test, nine items were statistically significant
between grades. The factor analysis results were classified into three skills or abilities: 1)
teaching or class management skills, 2) English proficiency, and 3) English sounds or
pronunciation. In particular, teaching or class management skills are statistically significant
between freshmen and seniors. A tentative plan was created based on these results. In this
plan, university students would acquire knowledge about English language education
through general education English classes. The plan also includes additional English
learning programs such as extensive reading or e-learning to enhance their English

proficiency.
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