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The Essence of Making “Moral Education Class” a Subject

Hiromasa AKIYAMA

In 2015, the 2008 government guideline for teaching was revised, and this revision changes
“moral education class” to a special subject. What is the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) aiming to accomplish with this change? How
should we respond to this change? This paper aims to clarify these problems. We discuss
these problems by the 2015 government guideline for teaching and the commentary on the
2015 government guideline for teaching.

We conclude that the essence of “moral education class” does not change because MEXT
makes it a subject. The following basic policy for teaching is the same whether moral
education is a class or a subject : cultivating of morality is maintained as the goal, under-
standing of the moral values is important, thinking and dialogue are promoted, evaluation is
not carried out by the numbers, the teacher is the pivot in the moral education.

While MEXT demands “securing of quantity” and “improvement of quality” of moral

education, these demands are only meant to ensure the above basic policy. However, it is
necessary to clarify what they mean concretely,






