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Mitsue MATSUDA

Abstruct

Subjectivistic family studies assume that “the extent to which one thinks that one is
family, constitutes family.” and attempt to explore the image of a modern family by trying
to understand those that the individual subjectively considers family. The present study
aimed to explore the relationship between pets and humans by reconsidering the meaning of
family from the perspective of subjectivistic family studies. A questionnaire survey was
administered to 255 university students. Results showed that the requirements for being
considered family consist of emotional bonds and physical connection. The study indicated
that regarding pets as family meant that individuals were aware of family as family on
another dimension and as family as an emotional bond. When regarding pets as family,
aspects such as living under the same roof, sharing a living space, and living together were
considered important. Further, it was indicated that being family meant being an important
presence with which one can have love, show affection, and build an emotional bond. A “pet’
can indeed become this presence. A pet can live with us in the same living space and satisfy
our need for an emotional bond, which fulfill the conditions for family. The study suggests
that pets play the role of a subjectivistic family member with whom one can have an

emotional bond.
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