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The Pure Land of Amida Buddha as “the Meaning”

Hiromasa AKIYAMA

Shinran called the teachings of the Larger Sutra of Immeasurable Life the “Pure Land
teaching.” The purpose of this paper is to clarify what he meant by Pure Land.

The wisdom of human beings is shallow. We also have a short life. Amida Buddha was strongly aware
of this and hoped to give people “wisdom” and “life.” This is known as the “Original Vow.” The
essence of the Original Vow is that the Amida Buddha gives us wisdom and life through his “living.”

The Amida Buddha’s living acts in the Pure Land. It is the subject of the Pure Land, and the
Pure Land is the world where it acts. After birth in the Pure Land, we can receive wisdom
and life through the teaching of the teachers of Buddhism. So the Amida Buddha’s living is
not a physical power. So to speak, it is “the meaning” that we understand. Because the world
of the Amida Buddha’s living is the Pure Land, the Pure Land is also “the meaning.”

As is well known, V. E. Frankl is a psychologist who survived the concentration camp at
Auschwitz. He was able to survive because he did not question the value of his own life. He
stated, “Life questions the value of us.” However, life does not really seem to question our
value. In fact, Frankl had questioned the value of his own life, but was not aware of it. He
acted as if life was asking his value. Lives like this are lives that are as “the meaning.”
After all, life as “the meaning” is a point of view that only a person with high ability to
recognize it can have.

Then the Amida Buddha’s living is a power that only people with a high ability to recognize
it can experience. The Pure Land is also a world that only people with the same ability can
experience. However, both the Amida Buddha as “the meaning” and the Pure Land as “the
meaning” are only one side of them, not the entire story.






